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OBJECTIVES:

▪Develop standardized criteria for the term 
“traditional” for HVMP.
▪Create basic requirements for future 
ethnoveterinary studies.
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Selfmedication

• Primates: https://elpais.com/ciencia/2025-05-14/los-chimpances-
se-curan-sus-heridas-con-plantas-usadas-por-la-medicina-
tradicional.html?outputType=amp

• Felines: https://www.linkedin.com/posts/%C3%A1lvaro-
veterinario-consultor_sobre-gustos-hay-mucho-escrito-que-los-
activity-7328679429008703489-
tmx4?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=
ACoAACLriv4BxNQCLtXy9lCAsQqVMrkRMqIEDxw

• Birds: https://www.linkedin.com/posts/%C3%A1lvaro-veterinario-
consultor_fumatanegra-fumatablanca-biodiversidad-activity-
7326291988926881793-
A1SH?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=
ACoAACLriv4BxNQCLtXy9lCAsQqVMrkRMqIEDxw
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Curitas o aceitera común
Berberomeloe majalis

Avutarda (Otis tarda)

Secondary metabolites:

Cantaridin, aphrodisiac terpenoid, ability to
cause tissue necrosis(umbilical hernias) 
Vesicant activity, stimulates healing

(1) Bautista-Sopelana LM, Bolívar P, Gómez-Muñoz MT, 
Martínez-Díaz RA, Andrés MF, Alonso JC, Bravo C and 
González-Coloma A (2022) Bioactivity of plants eaten by wild 
birds against laboratory models of parasites and 
pathogens. Front. Ecol. Evol. 10:1027201. doi: 
10.3389/fevo.2022.1027201 https://lnkd.in/d6Q9AFjR

(2) Bravo C, Bautista LM, García-París M, Blanco G, Alonso JC 
(2014). Males of a Strongly Polygynous Species Consume More 
Poisonous Food than Females. PLoS ONE 9(10): e111057. 
https://lnkd.in/dhjYvGET

(3) Fernando Cortés-Fossati. Meloidos, “curitas” y cantaridina: 
Apuntes sobre Berberomeloe majalis (Linnaeus, 1758), un 
coleóptero peculiar. Volumen VI, (2018). 
https://lnkd.in/d9PG9VcF

(4) CANTHARIS COMPOSITUM USO VETERINARIO SOLUCION 
INYECTABLE (2025). https://lnkd.in/dpDg6CiN
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Museum of the History of Pharmacy 
Basel (Switzerland)



03|AutomedicaciónVeterinary Pharmacopoeia and Magistral Formulary, 

Marshall Nicolás Casas de Mendoza, published 1843
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The Beginning



Veter inary  Phytotherapy

A r a b i c  K n o w l e d g e ,  A l - A w a n  “ S e v i l l a n o ”,  s .  X I I



Veter inary  Phytotherapy

G e o r g e  S a c h s ’  “ b o o k  o n  h o r s e s ”,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 3 6



Veter inary  Phytotherapy

F i r s t  o f f i c i a l  S p a n i s h  p h a r m a c o p e i a ,  1 6 9 8



Veter inary  Phytotherapy

S p a n i s h  P h a r m a c o p e a M a t r i t i e n s i s ,  1 7 8 0



The Royal Apothecary (Pharmacy)

Allium ursinum
Properties (treatment
intention: 
Anthelmintic; 
Stimulant; Stomachic; 
Vasodilator; 
Disinfectant; 
Depurative.

Monks in Monasteries approved by the Royal 

Apothecary produced medicinal plants.

Veter inary  Phytotherapy



Imagen cedida por Dr. Ángel Salvador Velasco. Tesis doctoral:  MEDICAMENTO DE USO ANIMAL: 
NEXO DE DOS REALES INSTITUCIONALES, REAL CABALLERIZA Y REAL BOTICA (1789 – 1868)

Fuente: "El albéitar caminante". Manuscrito de Antonio Perla (S. XVIII)  
https://dialnet.unirioja.es/servlet/articulo?codigo=8433675

Veter inary  Phytotherapy
The “Travelling Horse Doctor” Manuscript by Marshall Antonio Perla
(18th century, 1780)

Juniperus spp.
Laurus nobilis
Zingiber officinale
Allium sativum

https://dialnet.unirioja.es/servlet/articulo?codigo=8433675


T h e  R o y a l  S t a b l e s ,  M a r s h a l s ,  1 7 8 0 - 1 9 2 4

Veter inary  Phytotherapy



Veter inary  Phytotherapy

Knautia arvensis (L.) Coult.



Fitoterapia Veter inar ia

Escabiosa
Knautia arvensis (L.) Coult.
Riesgo:

Español: Escabiosa, Hierba del sarampión, Viuda silvestre

Nombres botánicos: Knautia arvensis, Scabiosa arvensis

Català: Escabiosa, Vídua borda

Euskara: Atz-bedar, Atzbelarra

Português: Escabiosa, Saudade dos campos

Français: Knautie des champs, Scabieuse, Scabieuse des champs

English: Field scabious

Italiano: Vedovina

Deutsch: Witwenblume

Fuente: https://www.fitoterapia.net/

https://www.fitoterapia.net/vademecum/plantas/escabiosa.html
https://www.fitoterapia.net/


T h e  R e f o r m e r  o f  V e t e r i n a r y  S c h o o l , 1801 – 31.XII.1872

Veterinary Pharmacopoeia and Magistral Formulary, Marshall 

Nicolás Casas de Mendoza, published 1843-1844-1868

The first veterinary school in Spain was the Royal Veterinary School
of Madrid, founded by Charles III in 1792 and opened in 1793.
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Fitoterapia Veter inar ia

Imagen extraída de Tesis doctoral:  MEDICAMENTO DE USO ANIMAL: NEXO DE DOS REALES 
INSTITUCIONALES, REAL CABALLERIZA Y REAL BOTICA (1789 – 1868), la  por Dr. Ángel Salvador Velasco. 
“COMPRA DE SIMPLES EFECTUADA POR EL MARISCAL DE NÚMERO BERNARDO RODRÍGUEZ”

List of ingredients (singles) 
for the preparation of
pharmaceutical products by
the Marschals in charge of
the Royal Apothecary.
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S p a n i s h  d i c t i o n a r y  o f  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  s p e c i a l i t i e s
1 9 4 7 - 1 9 7 2



Type of 
Regulation

Number/Name Date
Specific 
Vet 
content

Medicinal Plants mentioned

Royal Decree --, pharmaceutical specialities 1924 February 13 No No

National Decree --, Medicines 1931 December 7 Yes --

National Decree --, Medicines 1933 December 5 Yes --

National Order --, pharmaceutical specialities 1934 May 14 Yes --

National Law National Health Basis 1944 November 25 Yes Yes

Royal Decree 163, Animal health products 1981 Jaunary 23 Yes No

National Law 14, Medicines 1986 April 25 Yes No

National Law 25, Medicines 1990 December 20 Yes No

Royal Decree 109, Veterinary Medicines 1995 Jaunary 9 Yes Yes

National Law 29, Medicines 2006 July, 26 Yes Yes/ formulas magistralis

Royal Decree 1246, Veterinary Medicines 2008 July 18 Yes Yes /formulas magistralis

Royal Decree 1, Medicines 2015 July 24 Yes Yes

Royal Decree 1157, Veterinary Medicines 2021 December 28 Yes Yes

Royal Decree 666, Veterinary Medicines 2023 July 18 Yes No

Royal Decree 767, Veterinary Medicines 2025 September 2 Yes Yes

Veter inary  Phytotherapy

National Institute of
Animal Biology
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The Royal Decree (RD) of 9 February 1924, articles 2, 9, approved the first Spanish 

Regulations for the manufacture and sale of “pharmaceutical specialities”, which, 

although designed for medicines for human use, made no distinction between 

medicines for human and animal use, covering all specialties and preserving the 

pharmacist's right to manufacture, including magistralis formulas in accordance with 

the current Spanish Official Pharmacopoeia (7th Ed., 1915). Included highly active 

substances and usable doses, excluding preparations for external use intended for 

veterinary medicine; 
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The Order of 14 May 1934 consolidated the separation and regulated the

manufacture and sale of medicines, disinfectants, serums and vaccines for

livestock. It granted the Directorate General for Livestock the power of

registration and the Institute of Animal Biology the power of verification of

their safety and efficacy.
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National Health Basis Law, was developed in 1944 for the

achievement of health and the strengthening of citizens.

Regarding pharmaceutical services, article 16 defines medicine as a

simple or complex substance prepared for its immediate medicine

use, from mineral, medicinal plant and animal sources for its use as

a human or veterinary medicine. The existence of a list of plants

accepted for use as medicinal products would be related to the Oficial

Spanish Pharmacopoeia (8th Ed., 1930),
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Medicine National Law 25/1990 , begins a new stage specific 

national regulation adopted from the different European Directives, 

about veterinary medicines, under a single National Register where 

all medicines will be included under the same technical standards, 

humans and animals medicinal products. In the article 42, define plant 

medicinal products are shall be regulated under to the regime for 

magistral formulations and officinal preparations, no distinction 

between veterinary and human medicines and including the creation 

of a negative list of medicinal plants. 
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The National Law Medicine 29/2006, articles 42, 43, 51, establishes 

the elimination of the mention of “pharmaceutical specialities” for 

medicines for human and veterinary use, describes the conditions for 

prescribing magistral formulas and officinal preparations for veterinary 

use, and establishes the creation of a simplified register of 

traditional herbal medicines for human use. Thereafter, the RD 

1246/2008 (derogated, 29/12/2021) regulation of industrially 

manufactured veterinary medicines excluded any control over 

extemporaneous preparations and officinal preparations.
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In parallel, appear the RD 1/2015, articles 37 (e), 42 (4), which 

describes the requirement that the formulas magistralis, or officinal 

preparations, must be prescribed by a veterinary for an individual 

animal or a small number of animals on a specific farm under the 

direct care of that veterinarian and, manufactured by the 

pharmacy. According to the text, these preparations must follow the 

instructions set out in the National Formulary Formula Magistralis (3rd 

Ed., 2020), under the conditions defined in the articles 42-43-44-51 

(1).
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The RD 666/2023, describe the specific conditions to use formulas 

magistralis an officinal preparations in veterinary medicine under the 

category of exceptional prescription due to therapeutic vacuum 2. This 

RD applies conditions over veterinary medicinal products in addition to the RD 

1157/2021 published 28th december, which includes the registration of 

veterinary medicines based on medicinal plants under the same regime 

as other veterinary medicines.

2Therapeutic vacuum: absence of a suitable veterinary medicinal product authorised for the specie, 

specifically only if there is,

(a) no appropiate veterinary medicinal product authorised for another species and/or disease, 

(b) no authorised human medicinal product and 

(c) no appropiate medicinal product authorised in another Member State cannot be used under the 

same conditions of use as in point (a).
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The most recently and current regulation on industrially manufactured 

veterinary medicines, RD 767/2025 published 2th september, 

amending the RD 1157/2021 and RD 666/2023, in the article 31bis, 

introduce the simplified registration system for veterinary 

medicinal products based on traditional herbal medicines, 

previously described as veterinary medicines in RD 1157/2021 in the 

chapter II, articles 5, 6, which are according to articles 18-19-20-21-

223 in the European Law 2019/63.
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Fuente: Ana Álvarez Facinas. Veterinaria y ganadera

if doesn't kill you… 

... Fat you



¡Thanks!
Álvaro Fdez-Blanco Barreto

alvaro@sanasvet.es (0034) 657 860 944

Fotografías: Jesús Quintano Sánchez

@soyjesusquintano
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